
Summer Reading Book Selections 
6th Grade 

 

Realistic Fiction 
 

 

Blended by Sharon Draper 
Eleven-year-old Isabella is used to these kinds of comments - her father is 
black, her mother is white - but that doesn't mean she likes them. And now 
that her parents are divorced (and getting along WORSE than ever), Isabella 
feels more like a push-me-pull-me toy. 
Being split between Mom and Dad is more than switching houses, switching 
nicknames, switching backpacks: it’s also about switching identities. If you’re 
only seen as half of this and half of that, how can you ever feel whole?  
Meet the Author 
 

 

Eleven by Tom Rogers 
Alex Douglas always wanted to be a hero. But nothing heroic ever happened to 
Alex. Nothing, that is, until his eleventh birthday. When Alex rescues a stray 
dog as a birthday gift to himself, he doesn't think his life can get much better. 
Radar, his new dog, pretty much feels the same way. But this day has bigger 
things in store for both of them. This is a story about bullies and heroes. About 
tragedy and hope. About enemies with two legs and friends with four, and 
pesky little sisters and cranky old men, and an unexpected lesson in kindness 
delivered with a slice of pizza. This is "Eleven": the journey of a boy turning 
eleven on 9/11. 
Book Trailer 
 

 

Finding Someplace by Denise Lewis Patrick 
Reesie Boone just knows that thirteen is going to be her best year yet—this 
will be the year she makes her very first fashion design on her Ma Maw's 
sewing machine. She'll skip down the streets of New Orleans with her best 
friends, Ayanna and Orlando, and everyone will look at her in admiration. 
But on Reesie's birthday, everything changes. Hurricane Katrina hits her city. 
Stranded at home alone, Reesie takes refuge with her elderly neighbor, Miss 
Martine. The waters rise. They escape in a boat. And soon Reesie is reunited 
with her family. But her journey back home has only begun. 
Meet the Author 
 

 

Joey Pigza Swallowed the Key by Jack Gantos (Joey Pigza series) 
Joey Pigza can't sit still. He can't pay attention, he can't follow the rules, and he 
can't help it -- especially when his meds aren't working. Joey's had problems 
ever since he was born, problems just like his dad and grandma have. And 
whether he's wreaking havoc on a class trip or swallowing his house key, 
Joey's problems are getting worse. In fact, his behavior is so off the wall that 
his teachers are threatening to send him to the special-ed center downtown. 
Joey knows he's really a good kid, but no matter how hard he tries to do the 
right thing, something always seems to go wrong. Will he ever get anything 
right? 
Book Trailer  

http://sharondraper.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wx2d0MnxZ90
http://www.deniselewispatrick.com/bio.htm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vIUAMyA8Rf0


Summer Reading Book Selections 
6th Grade 

 

 

Louisiana’s Way Home by Kate DiCamillo 
When Louisiana Elefante’s granny wakes her up in the middle of the night to 
tell her that the day of reckoning has arrived and they have to leave home 
immediately, Louisiana isn’t overly worried. After all, Granny has many 
middle-of-the-night ideas. But this time, things are different. This time, Granny 
intends for them never to return. Separated from her best friends, Raymie and 
Beverly, Louisiana struggles to oppose the winds of fate (and Granny) and find 
a way home. But as Louisiana’s life becomes entwined with the lives of the 
people of a small Georgia town — including a surly motel owner, a walrus-like 
minister, and a mysterious boy with a crow on his shoulder — she starts to 
worry that she is destined only for good-byes. (Which could be due to the 
curse on Louisiana’s and Granny’s heads. But that is a story for another time.) 
About the book                                  Meet the Author 
 

 
 

Mercy Suarez Changes Gears by Meg Medina 
Merci Suarez knew that sixth grade would be different, but she had no idea 
just how different. For starters, Merci has never been like the other kids at her 
private school in Florida, because she and her older brother, Roli, are 
scholarship students. They don’t have a big house or a fancy boat, and they 
have to do extra community service to make up for their free tuition. So when 
bossy Edna Santos sets her sights on the new boy who happens to be Merci’s 
school-assigned Sunshine Buddy, Merci becomes the target of Edna’s jealousy. 
Things aren't going well at home, either: Merci’s grandfather and most trusted 
ally, Lolo, has been acting strangely lately — forgetting important things, 
falling from his bike, and getting angry over nothing. No one in her family will 
tell Merci what's going on, so she’s left to her own worries, while also feeling 
all on her own at school.  
Wins the Newbery Award  
 

 

Rain Reign by Ann M. Martin 
Rose Howard has Aperger’s syndrome, and an obsession with homonyms 
(even her name is a homonym). 
She gave her dog Rain a name with two homonyms (Reigh, Rein), which, 
according to Rose’s rules of homonyms, is very special. Just as a storm hits 
town, Rain goes missing. Rose’s father shouldn’t have let Rain out. Now Rose 
has to find her dog, even if it means leaving her routines and safe places to 
search. Rose will find Rain, but so will Rain’s original owner. 
Book Trailer  

https://www.katedicamillo.com/books/louisiana.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5l8LpAGiayI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3-xzv3i2JEs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n1ixz0z6W4A
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 Rules by Cynthia Lord  

Twelve-year-old Catherine finds her life nearly impossible having an autistic 
brother and a family that revolves around his disability. She's spent years 
trying to teach David the rules in order to head off his embarrassing behaviors. 
But the summer Catherine meets Jason and Kristi, it's her own shocking 
behavior that turns everything upside down and forces her to ask: What is 
normal?  
Book Trailer 

 Save Me a Seat, by Sarah Weeks 
Joe and Ravi don’t think they have anything in common—but soon enough 
they have a common enemy (the biggest bully in their class) and a common 
mission: to take control of their lives over the course of a single crazy week.  
Book Trailer  

 

The Batboy  by Mike Lupica  
Brian is living every baseball kid's dream: he is a batboy for his hometown 
Major League team. Brian believes that it's the perfect thing to bring him and 
his big-leaguer dad closer together. And if that werenAt enough, this is the 
season that Hank Bishop, BrianAs baseball hero, returns to the Tigers for the 
comeback of a lifetime. The summer couldn't get much better! Until Hank 
Bishop starts to show his true colors, and Brian learns that sometimes life 
throws you a curveball. 
Book Trailer  

 

The House that Lou Built by Mae Respicio 
Lou Bulosan-Nelson is going to build her dream. She shares a room with her 
mom in her grandmother's house in San Francisco, and longs for a place of her 
own where she can escape her lovable but large extended Filipino family. Lou 
has a talent for woodshop class and creating projects, and plans to build a tiny 
house, 100 square feet, all her own, on land that she inherited from her dad, 
who died before she was born. Then Lou discovers it's not so easy to build one, 
but she won't give up on her dream. 
Book Trailer& Book Review  

 

The Magic Misfits By Neil Patrick Harris (The Magic Misfits series) 
When street magician Carter runs away, he never expects to find friends and 
magic in a sleepy New England town. But like any good trick, things change 
instantly as greedy B.B. Bosso and his crew of crooked carnies arrive to steal 
anything and everything they can get their sticky fingers on. 
Book Trailer  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2V3U5eNXIyQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b9Nyc8t6KLU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ExbVG7VQBpA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-JAmuMbdYBY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8RCQ-yCvBJQ
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The Seven Most Important Things by Shelley Pearsall 
One Kid. One Crime. One Chance to Make Things Right. 
 It was a bitterly cold day when Arthur T. Owens grabbed a brick and hurled it 
at the trash picker. Arthur had his reasons, and the brick hit the Junk Man in 
the arm, not the head. But none of that matters to the judge --- he is ready to 
send Arthur to juvie for the foreseeable future. Amazingly, it’s the Junk Man 
himself who offers an alternative: 120 hours of community service...working 
for him. 
Book Trailer 

 
 

The Schwa was Here by Neal Shusterman (Antsy Bonano series) 
They say if you stare at him long enough, you can see what’s written on the 
wall behind him. They say a lot of things about the Schwa, but one thing’s for 
sure: no one ever noticed him. Except me. My name is Antsy Bonano—and I 
can tell you what’s true and what’s not, ’cause I was there. I was the one who 
realized the Schwa was “functionally invisible” and used him to make some big 
bucks. But I was also the one who caused him more grief than a friend should. 
So if you all just shut up and listen, I’ll spill everything. Unless, of course, "the 
Schwa Effect" wipes him out of my brain before I'm done.... 
Book Trailer   

 

The Strangers by Margaret Peterson Haddix (Greystone Secrets series) 
The Greystone kids thought they knew. Chess has always been the protector 
over his younger siblings, Emma loves math, and Finn does what Finn does 
best—acting silly and being adored. They’ve been a happy family, just the 
three of them and their mom. 
But everything changes when reports of three kidnapped children—who share 
the same first and middle names, ages, and exact birth dates as the Greystone 
kids—reach the Greystone family. This bizarre coincidence makes them 
wonder: Who exactly are these strangers? Before Chess, Emma, and Finn can 
question their mom about it, she takes off on a mysterious work trip. But 
puzzling clues left behind lead to complex codes, hidden rooms, and a 
dangerous secret that will turn their world upside down. 
Book Trailer  

  

 

Walk Two Moons by Sharon Creech  
After her mother leaves home suddenly, thirteen-year-old Sal and her 
grandparents take a car trip retracing her mother's route. Along the way, Sal 
recounts the story of her friend Phoebe, whose mother also left.  
Book Trailer  

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4I9ehklKz04
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ol6w8KqgHrw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mgf8va6AZrk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2gK5gCBBOYk
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Among the Hidden by Margaret Peterson Haddix (Shadow Children series) 
In a future where the Population Police enforce the law limiting a family to 
only two children, Luke has lived all his twelve years in isolation and fear on 
his family's farm, until another "third" convinces him that the government is 
wrong. 
Book Trailer                         Author’s Website 

 
 

East by Edith Pattou (Sequel: West)  
In a small Norwegian village lives a girl named Rose who has always been 
different from the rest of her family. When a talking bear promises that he 
will grant her family health and prosperity if she comes away with him, Rose 
agrees to his proposal. Now living in the bear's magical castle, Rose most 
solve a series of mysterious puzzles in order to discover her true purpose in 
life.  
Book Trailer 

 
 

Eye of Minds by James Dashner (The Mortality Doctrine series) 
Michael is a gamer. And like most gamers, he almost spends more time on the 
VirtNet than in the actual world. The VirtNet offers total mind and body 
immersion, and it’s addictive. Thanks to technology, anyone with enough 
money can experience fantasy worlds, risk their life without the chance of 
death, or just hang around with Virt-friends. And the more hacking skills you 
have, the more fun. Why bother following the rules when most of them are 
dumb, anyway?  But some rules were made for a reason. 
Book Trailer                         Author’s Website 
 

 Hatchet by Gary Paulsen  
Thirteen-year-old Brian is on his way to visit his father when the single 
engine plane in which he is flying crashes. Suddenly, Brian finds himself alone 
in the Canadian wilderness with nothing much more than a hatchet his 
mother has given him as a present.  Now it will take all Brian’s know-how and 
determination, and more courage than he knew he possessed, to survive. 
Book Trailer                          Publisher’s Website 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OTtUK99LUAk
https://haddixbooks.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mVMjWnfdBK4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OdY4PlLJd7o
http://www.jamesdashner.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DGFhKttEixI
https://www.simonandschuster.com/authors/Gary-Paulsen/707052
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Stuck on Earth by David Klass 
Ketchvar III's mission is simple: travel to Planet Earth, inhabit the body of an 
average teenager, and determine if the human race should be annihilated. 
And so Ketchvar—who, to human eyes, looks just like a common 
snail—crawls into the brain of one Tom Filber and attempts to do his 
analysis. At first glance, Tom appears to be the perfect specimen—fourteen 
years old, good health, above average intelligence. But it soon becomes 
apparent that Tom Filber may be a little too average. 
Book Trailer                       Publisher’s Site 
 
 

 

The Sword of Summer by Rick Riordan (Magnus Chase & the Gods of Asgard 
series)  
Magnus Chase has seen his share of trouble. Ever since that terrible night two 
years ago when his mother told him to run, he has lived alone on the streets 
of Boston, surviving by his wits, staying one step ahead of the police and the 
truant officers. 
One day, Magnus learns that someone else is trying to track him down—his 
uncle Randolph, a man his mother had always warned him about. When 
Magnus tries to outmaneuver his uncle, he falls right into his clutches. 
Randolph starts rambling about Norse history and Magnus's birthright: a 
weapon that has been lost for thousands of years. 
Book Trailer                         Author’s Website 
 
 

 

Miss Peregrine’s Home for Peculiar Children by Ransom Riggs (Miss 
Peregrine’s Peculiar Children series) 
A mysterious island. An abandoned orphanage. A strange collection of very 
curious photographs. It all waits to be discovered in Miss Peregrine's Home 
for Peculiar Children, an unforgettable novel that mixes fiction and 
photography in a thrilling reading experience. As our story opens, a horrific 
family tragedy sets sixteen-year-old Jacob journeying to a remote island off 
the coast of Wales, where he discovers the crumbling ruins of Miss 
Peregrine's Home for Peculiar Children. As Jacob explores its abandoned 
bedrooms and hallways, it becomes clear that the children were more than 
just peculiar. 
Book Trailer                            Author’s Website 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TJexyL-zsoI
https://us.macmillan.com/author/davidklass/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vIy_fCCXkPU
http://rickriordan.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XWrNyVhSJUU
http://ransomriggs.com/
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 Savvy by Ingrid Law (Sequel: Scumble)  
Mibs Beaumont is about to turn thirteen, which in the Beaumont family 
means her "savvy"-her special power-is about to strike. Her brothers' savvies 
let them create hurricanes and spark electricity, but Mibs has yet to learn 
what her savvy is. Then, two days before her birthday, her father is in a 
terrible car accident. He is sent to a hospital two hours from their isolated 
small town, and Mibs determines that she must get there, adamant that her 
savvy is going to help save him. She ends up on a traveling bible salesman's 
pink bus with all her siblings and the preacher's children, including the 
preacher's son, Will, who has a crush on her. The story chronicles the ups and 
downs of their journey to the hospital-where, in the end, Mibs's savvy (she 
can hear the thoughts and feelings of people with ink on their skin) helps her 
hear Poppa's tattoo speak and, ultimately, save his life. 
Book Trailer                     Author’s Website 
 

 

The Fourteenth Goldfish by Jennifer Holm (Sequel: The Third Mushroom) 
Eleven-year-old Ellie has never liked change. She misses fifth grade. She 
misses her old best friend. She even misses her dearly departed goldfish. 
Then one day a strange boy shows up. He’s bossy. He’s cranky. And weirdly 
enough . . . he looks a lot like Ellie’s grandfather, a scientist who’s always been 
slightly obsessed with immortality. Could this pimply boy really be Grandpa 
Melvin? Has he finally found the secret to eternal youth? 
Book Trailer                      Author’s perspective 
 

 

The Nest by Kenneth Oppel 
For some kids summer is a sun-soaked season of fun. But for Steve, it’s just 
another season of worries. Worries about his sick newborn baby brother who 
is fighting to survive, worries about his parents who are struggling to cope, 
even worries about the wasp’s nest looming ominously from the eaves. So 
when a mysterious wasp queen invades his dreams, offering to “fix” the baby, 
Steve thinks his prayers have been answered. 
Book Trailer                      Author’s Website 
 

 
 

The Wishing Spell by Chris Colfer (The Land of Stories series) 
The Land of Stories tells the tale of twins Alex and Conner. Through the 
mysterious powers of a cherished book of stories, they leave their world 
behind and find themselves in a foreign land full of wonder and magic where 
they come face-to-face with the fairy tale characters they grew up reading 
about. 
But after a series of encounters with witches, wolves, goblins, and trolls alike, 
getting back home is going to be harder than they thought. 
Book Trailer                     Author’s Website  
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PPd3KpHix2Q
https://www.ingridlaw.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R54MCGhtWIE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=91FeXVF-56E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gy9JsjQb0e8
https://www.kennethoppel.ca/author
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HHIu4GcSkZg
http://thelandofstories.com/
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 Uglies by Scott Westerfeld  
Fifteen-year-old Tally lives in a future society where everyone dreams of their 
16th birthday--when they will be surgically transformed from an ugly to a 
pretty. From the age of 12, uglies spend their time spying on all the pretty 
teens that get to party and play their lives away. But Tally's future is 
disrupted when her friend Shay, who doesn't want to be pretty, runs away. 
Tally is forced to make a choice that might change her life forever. 
Book Trailer                      Author’s website 
 

Classics 
 

 

A Wrinkle in Time by Madeleine L'Engle  
Meg Murry, the daughter of two brilliant scientists, is a socially 
awkward 12-year-old who has trouble fitting in at school. Her closest 
friend is her younger brother, Charles Wallace, an extremely bright 
4-year-old who is also gifted with second sight. Accompanied by 
friend Calvin O'Keefe, and aided by an unearthly trio, Meg and 
Charles Wallace travel to another dimension is search of their 
missing father--a scientist who has been experimenting with time 
travel. 
 

 
 

Bridge to Terabithia Katherine Patterson  
A friendship between young Jess and Leslie develop as Jess guides the 
city girl through the pitfalls of life in their small, rural town, and 
Leslie draws him into the world of imaginations world of magic and 
ceremony called Terabithia.  
 

 My Side of the Mountain by Jean Craighead George 
Terribly unhappy in his family's crowded New York City apartment, 
Sam Gribley runs away to the solitude—and danger—of the 
mountains, where he finds a side of himself he never knew. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JVk9vFVXeos
https://scottwesterfeld.com/
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Across Five Aprils by Irene Hunt 
In 1861, 9-year-old Jethro Creighton lives with his family on a southern 
Illinois farm. The Civil War is beginning, stirring heated discussions within 
homes across the nation. Two of Jethro’s older brothers, John and Tom, are 
anxious to fight for the Union army. Cousin Eb plans to join them.  After much 
contemplation, Jethro’s brother Bill is less certain about which side to choose.  
Book Trailer               About the Author 

 

  
 

Fever 1793 by Laurie Halse Anderson  
The year is 1793 and fourteen-year-old Matilda Cook finds herself in the 
middle of a struggle to keep herself and her loved ones alive in the midst of 
the yellow fever epidemic. 
Book Trailer              Author’s Website 

 
 

If I should die before I wake by Han Nolan 
Hilary hates Jews. As part of a neo-Nazi gang in her town, she's finally found a 
sense of belonging. But when she's critically injured in an accident, everything 
changes. 
Somehow, in her mind, she has become Chana, a Jewish girl fighting for her 
own life in the ghettos and concentration camps of World War II. 
Book Trailer 

 
 

Inside out & Back Again by Thanhha Lai 
For all the ten years of her life, Hà has only known Saigon: the thrills of its 
markets, the joy of its traditions, and the warmth of her friends close by. But 
now the Vietnam War has reached her home. Hà and her family are forced to 
flee as Saigon falls, and they board a ship headed toward hope. In America, Hà 
discovers the foreign world of Alabama: the coldness of its strangers, the 
dullness of its food . . . and the strength of her very own family. 
Book Trailer                 Author’s Website 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iVxQWqe0kyU
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/authors/235096/irene-hunt
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vLO82ucj1dw
http://madwomanintheforest.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZBUudmn1TCA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=erjRxbX4CzM
https://www.thanhhalai.com/
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Murder is Bad Manners by Robin Stevens 
1934. When Daisy Wells and Hazel Wong set up a secret detective agency at 
Deepdean School for Girls, they struggle to find a truly exciting mystery to 
investigate. (Unless you count the case of Lavinia's missing tie. Which they 
don't.) 
But then Hazel discovers the body of the Science Mistress, Miss Bell - but 
when she and Daisy return five minutes later, the body has disappeared. Now 
the girls have to solve a murder, and prove a murder has happened in the first 
place before the killer strikes again (and before the police can get there first, 
naturally). But will they succeed?  And can their friendship stand the test? 
Publisher’s Website 
 

 
 

Once  by Morris Gleitzman (Sequels: Then; Now) 
Everybody deserves to have something good in their life. At least Once. 
Once I escaped from an orphanage to find Mum and Dad. 
Once I saved a girl called Zelda from a burning house. 
Once I made a Nazi with a toothache laugh. 
My name is Felix. This is my story. 
Author’s Website 

 
 

One Crazy Summer by Rita Williams-Garcia (Gaither Sisters series) 
In the summer of 1968, after travelling from Brooklyn to Oakland, California, 
to spend a month with the mother they barely know, eleven-year-old 
Delphine and her two younger sisters arrive to a cold welcome as they 
discover that their mother, a dedicated poet and printer, is resentful of the 
intrusion of their visit and wants them to attend a nearby Black Panther 
summer camp. 
Book Trailer                 Author’s perspective 

 

The Brooklyn Nine by Alan Gratz 
Baseball is in the Schneider family blood. Each member of this family, from 
family founder Felix Schneider in the 1800s to Snider Flint in the present day, 
has a strong tie to the game and to Brooklyn. Through the years this family 
has dodged bullets on a battlefield, pitched perfect games, and dealt with the 
devastating loss of family and the Brooklyn Dodgers. Nine innings--nine 
generations. One game--one family. Through it all, one thing remains true: the 
bonds of family are as strong as a love of the game. 
Book Trailer                 Author’s Website 
 

https://www.simonandschuster.com/books/Murder-Is-Bad-Manners/Robin-Stevens/A-Wells-Wong-Mystery/9781481422130
https://www.morrisgleitzman.com/once.htm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rQXEMfimWDI
https://www.scholastic.com/teachers/videos/teaching-content/one-crazy-summer-book-trailer/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nGuMUoJjudc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nGuMUoJjudc
https://www.alangratz.com/
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The Journey of Little Charlie by Christopher Paul Curtis 
Twelve-year-old Charlie is down on his luck: His dad just died, the share 
crops are dry, and the most fearsome man in Possum Moan, Cap’n Buck, says 
Charlie’s dad owed him a lot of money. Fearing for his life, Charlie strikes a 
deal to repay his father’s debt by accompanying Cap’n Buck to Detroit in 
pursuit of some folks who have stolen from him. It’s not too bad of a bargain 
for Charlie . . . until he comes face-to-face with the fugitives and discovers that 
they escaped slavery years ago and have been living free. Torn between his 
guilty conscience and his survival instinct, Charlie needs to figure out his next 
move—and soon. It’s only a matter of time before Cap’n Buck catches on . . . 
Extended Summary                Author’s Perspective 
 

 

The War that Saved my Life by Kimberly Brubaker Bradley (Sequel:The 
War I Finally Won) 
Ten-year-old Ada has never left her one-room apartment. Her mother is too 
humiliated by Ada’s twisted foot to let her outside. So when her little brother 
Jamie is shipped out of London to escape the war, Ada doesn’t waste a 
minute—she sneaks out to join him. 
So begins a new adventure of Ada, and for Susan Smith, the woman who is 
forced to take the two kids in. As Ada teaches herself to ride a pony, learns to 
read, and watches for German spies, she begins to trust Susan—and Susan 
begins to love Ada and Jamie. But in the end, will their bond be enough to hold 
them together through wartime? Or will Ada and her brother fall back into 
the cruel hands of their mother?  
Book Trailer 
 

 

Wonderstruck by Brian Selznick 
Ben and Rose secretly wish for better lives. Ben longs for the father he has 
never known. Rose dreams of a mysterious actress whose life she chronicles 
in a scrapbook. When Ben discovers a puzzling clue in his mother's room and 
Rose reads an enticing headline in the newspaper, both children set out alone 
on desperate quests to find what they are missing. 
Set fifty years apart, these two independent stories - Ben's told in words, 
Rose's in pictures - weave back and worth in symmetry.  
Book Trailer  

Note: 
 
All Book Trailers,  Author Interviews and Book Reviews are gathered from the Internet and 

do not represent the views of the Woodcliff Lake School District. 
  

https://historicalnovelsociety.org/reviews/the-journey-of-little-charlie/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z-nhns-cbJM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QJx3J61VzPw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4O9U2PSJEFQ
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An American Plague by Jim Murphy 
1793, Philadelphia. The nation's capital and the largest city in North America 
is devastated by an apparently incurable disease, cause unknown . . . 
Jim Murphy describes the illness known as yellow fever and the toll it took on 
the city's residents, relating the epidemic to the major social and political 
events of the day and to 18th-century medical beliefs and practices. Drawing 
on first-hand accounts, Murphy spotlights the heroic role of Philadelphia's 
free blacks in combating the disease, and the Constitutional crisis that 
President Washington faced when he was forced to leave the city--and all his 
papers--while escaping the deadly contagion.  
 

 Chasing Lincoln’s Killer by James Swanson 
Based on rare archival material, obscure trial manuscripts, and interviews 
with relatives of the conspirators and the manhunters, Chasing Lincoln's 
killer is a fast-paced thriller about the pursuit and capture of John Wilkes 
Booth: a wild twelve-day chase through the streets of Washington, D.C., 
across the swamps of Maryland, and into the forests of Virginia. 
 
 

 
 

Hidden Figures, Young Readers Edition by Margot Shetterly 
Before John Glenn orbited the earth, or Neil Armstrong walked on the moon, a 
group of dedicated female mathematicians known as “human computers” 
used pencils, slide rules, and adding machines to calculate the numbers that 
would launch rockets, and astronauts, into space. 
 

 
 

Life in Motion, Young Readers Edition by Misty Copeland 
As the first African-American principal dancer at the American Ballet Theatre, 
Misty Copeland has been breaking down all kinds of barriers in the world of 
dance. But when she first started dancing—at the late age of thirteen—no one 
would have guessed the shy, underprivileged girl would one day make history 
in her field. 
Life in Motion is a story for all the kids who dare to be different, dream bigger, 
and want to break stereotypes in whatever they do. 
 

 
 

Through My Eyes by Ruby Bridges 
In November 1960, all of America watched as a tiny six-year-old black girl, 
surrounded by federal marshals, walked through a mob of screaming 
segregationists and into her school. An icon of the civil rights movement, 
Ruby Bridges chronicles each dramatic step of this pivotal event in history 
through her own words. 
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Soul Surfer: A True Story of Faith, Family, and Fighting to Get Back on the 
Board by Bethany Hamilton  
They say Bethany Hamilton has saltwater in her veins. How else could one 
explain the passion that drives her to surf? How else could one explain that 
nothing—not even the loss of her arm—could come between her and the 
waves? That Halloween morning in Kauai, Hawaii, Bethany responded to the 
shark’s stealth attack with the calm of a girl with God on her side. 
 
 

 Team Moon: How 400,000 people landed Apollo 11 on the moon  
by Catherine Thimmesh 
For Apollo 11, the first moon landing, is a story that belongs to many, not just 
the few and famous. It belongs to the seamstress who put together 
twenty-two layers of fabric for each space suit. To the engineers who created 
a special heat shield to protect the capsule during its fiery reentry. It belongs 
to the flight directors, camera designers, software experts, suit testers, 
telescope crew, aerospace technicians, photo developers, engineers, and 
navigators. 
 

 

The Boys Who Challenged Hitler by Phillip Hoose 
At the outset of World War II, Denmark did not resist German occupation. 
Deeply ashamed of his nation's leaders, fifteen-year-old Knud Pedersen 
resolved with his brother and a handful of schoolmates to take action against 
the Nazis if the adults would not. Naming their secret club after the fiery 
British leader, the young patriots in the Churchill Club committed countless 
acts of sabotage, infuriating the Germans, who eventually had the boys 
tracked down and arrested. But their efforts were not in vain: the boys' 
exploits and eventual imprisonment helped spark a full-blown Danish 
resistance. Interweaving his own narrative with the recollections of Knud 
himself, here is Phillip Hoose's inspiring story of these young war heroes. 
 

 Within Reach: My Everest Story by Mark Pfetzer & Jack Galvin  
In May 1996 the media scrambled to document the gripping story of 
sixteen-year-old Mark Pfetzer's expedition to Mount Everest. Within Reach is 
Mark's extraordinary account of this experience and of his triumphs over 
several other challenging peaks. At once triumphant and tragic, this story will 
be an inspiration to climbers, athletes, and armchair enthusiasts alike. 
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